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BRAN NUE DAE PERFORMANCE — PARLIAMENT HOUSE 

Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 
MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.04 pm]: This evening, a Chamber of 
Arts and Culture Western Australia function will be held in the courtyard of Parliament House. The event will 
include live music performed by Steven Pigram, Stephen “Baamba” Albert, and Tristen Parr. I am very pleased 
that these musicians will be here this evening, particularly as Steven Pigram and Baamba Albert were both 
original cast members of the Aboriginal musical production Bran Nue Dae, which this year celebrates its  
twenty-fifth anniversary. 

Written by Jimmy Chi, a 2004 Western Australian state living treasure, in collaboration with his band, Kuckles, 
Scrap Metal, the Pigram Brothers, and friends, Bran Nue Dae tells the story of the life of Aboriginal Australians 
in the 1960s as the main character takes a road trip from Perth to Broome. Bran Nue Dae is a partly 
autobiographical work, which I understand took Jimmy many years to write, and celebrates family, forgiveness 
and reconciliation. It was a major hit at the 1990 Festival of Perth and brought acclaim for many Aboriginal 
artists, including Ernie Dingo, Ningali Lawford and Leah Purcell. The success of the musical was also 
instrumental in the formation of Western Australia’s Black Swan Theatre Company. The musical was performed 
at Cable Beach Club for many years after the show premiered and went on to tour Australia extensively, 
becoming Australia’s most successful musical play of the early 1990s. As a musical, it won the prestigious 
Sidney Myer Performing Arts Award in 1990, and the following year the published script and score won the 
special award in the Western Australian Premier’s Book Awards. The musical is perhaps now more well known 
for the highly successful 2009 movie adaptation. Directed by Rachel Perkins, the movie starred Geoffrey Rush, 
Ernie Dingo, Missy Higgins, Debora Mailman and Jessica Mauboy. It has gone on to become one of the most 
successful Australian films of all time and is an important piece of cinema and Western Australian history. 

I congratulate all those involved in the writing and performance of Bran Nu Dae on its twenty-fifth anniversary. 
It is a very significant work that is still highly relevant and enjoyable today. I encourage all members to attend 
the event this evening to enjoy the music of Steven Pigram, Baamba Albert and Tristen Parr. 
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